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Prussian troops were accordingly poured into Holstein, and
the Austrians were expelled. To avenge this outrage upon
Austria the German Diet ordered a mobilization of the
federal forces against Prussia (14 June 1866),
This was precisely what Bismarck wanted. He had not
only been spoiling for the fight, but steadily preparing for
it. The Prussian army had been re-armed with the needle-
gun and brought up to a high state of efficiency by Von
Roon. The diplomatic situation was favourable. Napo-
leon III was not only involved in his disastrous Mexican
enterprise, but had, in 1865, been won over to approval of
Bismarck's plans by a personal interview at Biarritz. Italy
had been similarly secured (8 April 1866) by the promise of
Venetia in return for assistance against Austria.1 Russia
was friendly. Bismarck had indeed ' counted the cost';
Prussia was the strong man armed, and could plunge into
the conflict, confident in her might if not in her right. On
the latter point Bismarck was opposed not only by the whole
of Germany, but by the Prussian Parliament, and even the
Prussian King. But his masterful character overbore all
scruples and overcame all difficulties.
On 14 June the Diet at Frankfort rejected a scheme pro-
posed by Bismarck for the complete reorganization of the
' Bund' and accepted the Austrian motion for federal execu-
tion against Prussia. The Prussian delegate was thereupon
withdrawn. The States threw in their lot with Austria. A
war, destined to be most fateful in German history, was the
inevitable result.
Prussia declared war upon Hanover, Saxony and Hesse
on 15 June. By the i8th her troops were in occupation of
THE SEVEN the three States. On the i8th she declared
WEEKS' WAR war Up0n the other members of the ' Bund',
including Austria. A battle at Langensalza, in which the
Hanoverians had the best of it (27 June}, was followed
(28 June) by the pusillanimous surrender of the Hanoverian
army. The terms of the capitulation involved the extinc-
tion of the kingdom of Hanover and its incorporation in
* See p. 165.